The major goals of ADRDA include: (1) supporting research into causes, treatment, cures
and prevention; (2) providing family support through local chapters, affiliates and family
support groups; (3) stimulating education and public awareness for both professionals and
the general public on Alzheimer's disease; and (4) advocating for legislation that responds to
the needs of patients and family members at Federal, state and local levels. In addition to
its public awareness and advocacy activities, the national office administers a research
grant program to initiate new investigations into the cause(s), treatment and cure of
Alzheimer's disease.

Information Services: ADRDA serves as a clearinghouse for information on Alzheimer's
disease. The Association publishes a quarterly newsletter which covers organizational news
at the national and chapter/affiliate level, research developments, medical issues, and other
items of general interest. As part of its education efforts, ADRDA sponsors a month-long
public awareness campaign for National Alzheimer's Disease Awareness Month each
November, utilizing radio, television and print media.

The ADRDA chapters, affiliates and support groups offer the most direct link to assistance
for patients and families. Support groups are moderated by health care professionals and
experienced caregivers and provide a forum for sharing information, answering questions,
giving recommendations for patient care options and offering a sympathetic ear to family
problems. Major chapter/affiliate activities include family help programs, such as
information-sharing meetings, telephone "helplines" and public awareness campaigns. Many
chapters and affiliates publish literature aimed at particular caregiving issues and serve as
the local resources for national ADRDA information. Some also provide speakers' bureaus.

A nationwide 24-hour hot line provides information and links families who need assistance
with nearby chapters and affiliates.

American Amputee Foundation, Inc. (AAF)

Box 55218

Little Rock, AR   72225

(501) 666-2523

Handicapping Conditions Served:  Amputations.

Users Served: Disabled persons, parents, attorneys, physical therapists, occupational
therapists, prosthetists,

The Organization: The American Amputee Foundation, Inc. (AAF) provides peer support to
amputees and their families. Through chapters in 31 states, AAF offers counseling,
information and referral, direct financial aid in the form of grants and low interest loans,
rehabilitation coordination and hospital visitation. The Foundation distributes educational
and self-help material to amputee consumers. AAF has developed a 3 1/2 day peer
counseling training program, certified by the University of Arkansas.

Information Services: AAF provides a variety of publications for amputees and their
families including self-help guides, a quarterly newsletter, Ability magazine, and a medical
data directory on services for amputees throughout the United States. A videotape, "One
Step at a Time", is also available. Referrals are made for services for amputees nationwide,
including recreation, rehabilitation, medical facilities and prosthetics, for which a
computerized system of equipment and certified prosthetists has been developed. AAF
provides technical assistance in developing outreach chapters in other states, including local
affiliates.
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